
The Data Protection Com-
mission has opened a 
large-scale statutory in-
quiry into social media 
company X’s generative 
AI tool Grok, focusing on 
alleged creation and dis-
semination of potentially 
harmful, non-consensual 
sexualised images, in-
cluding those involving 
children.  
 
The inquiry is examining 
whether Grok’s functional-
ity, which users have re-
portedly used to generate 
intimate and sexually ex-
plicit images of real peo-
ple without their consent, 
complies with core GDPR 
obligations such as the 
lawfulness, fairness and 
transparency principles, 
data protection by design 

and default, and the re-
quirement for robust Data 
Protection Impact Assess-
ments (‘DPIAs’) where 
high-risk processing is 
involved.  
 
The inquiry positions the 
DPC once again in a 
uniquely influential role 
over the future interpreta-
tion of the GDPR to gen-
erative AI tools. The out-
come could shape best 
practices for DPIAs, the 
extent of vendor oversight 
requirements and compli-
ance with data minimisa-
tion and privacy-by-design 
standards — areas that 
already represent key 
enforcement priorities 
across Europe. 
 
 

The DPC’s inquiry is hap-
pening within a wider con-
text of parallel probes into 
Grok’s processes. The Eu-
ropean Commission has 
opened a formal probe un-
der the EU’s Digital Ser-
vices Act into whether X 
adequately assessed and 
mitigated risks associated 
with Grok’s deployment, 
including the spread of ille-
gal sexualised content such 
as deepfakes and images 
of minors. The UK’s Infor-
mation Commissioner’s 
Office has also opened a 
data protection probe into 
compliance with UK privacy 
law, assessing how Grok 
handles personal data and 
whether safeguards are 
sufficient.  
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DPC defends big tech oversight and AI 
enforcement record  

The Data Protection Com-
mission has publicly de-
fended its approach to 
regulating large technolo-
gy companies and emerg-
ing AI risks, asserting that 
it applies data protection 
law with “no fear or favour” 
amid ongoing scrutiny of 
its enforcement work.  
 
The statements came dur-
ing recent parliamentary 
committee appearances in 
Dublin where the DPC’s 
Commissioners faced 

questions about the pace 
and effectiveness of ac-
tions against major plat-
forms. 
 
The hearings were 
sparked primarily by pub-
lic and political concern 
over how the DPC is 
exercising its enforce-
ment powers, particularly 
in light of the regulator’s 
announcement that it has 
opened a formal investi-
gation into the generative 
AI tool Grok (see above). 

Legislators pressed the 
DPC on whether it is be-
ing sufficiently robust in 
holding large technology 
companies to account, 
given the high-stakes 
nature of AI-related 
harms and the broader 
GDPR enforcement pic-
ture. 
 
In response to criticism 
that multinational plat-
forms are not held suffi-
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